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PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT
U.S. Civilian Research and Development Foundation 
and

Russian Federation Ministry of Education and Science

2008 BRHE Project Grants Competition
I.
Introduction and Summary of Important Features

The U.S. Civilian Research & Development Foundation (CRDF) announces the 2008 BRHE Project Grants competition, which will award ten major grants to existing BRHE RECs.  
This merit-based competition is open to the 20 existing BRHE RECs, who can apply either individually or jointly for two years of funding to support high quality, innovative research and educational projects related to their current program of activities.  The goal of the BRHE Project Grants is to lead the RECs towards sustainability by providing them with additional funding to focus on specific aspects of their research that are particularly strong, and that meet the overall goals of the BRHE program.

Highest priority will be given to proposals that 

· Support one or two current or new research areas at the REC and demonstrate that the supported research will strengthen the REC as a whole,

· Propose highest-quality scientific research, 

· Integrate research results into the educational curriculum,

· Provide support for research by junior scientists,

· Indicate strong links with other research, education, industry and government organizations in Russia and abroad 

The deadline for proposals to be submitted to this program is June 23, 2008
This program is to be jointly administered by the U.S. Civilian Research and Development Foundation (CRDF) and the Russian Federation Ministry of Education and Science (MES).  Funding from CRDF is provided through grants from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and Carnegie Corporation of New York.
Applications should include a project budget of up to $200,000 (or 4 700 000 in ruble equivalent) for the period of January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010.  Of the total, up to $60,000 is to be provided by CRDF, up to 1 650 000 RUR is to be provided by Federal Agency on Education, and the remaining $70,000 (or 1 650 000 in ruble equivalent)  must be provided by other Russian sources (“local sources”), identified by the applying REC(s).

II.
Program Guidelines



A. Eligibility.  
1) All existing BRHE RECs are eligible to apply to the 2008 BRHE Project Grants competition.
2) The REC Director, the three REC Managers, and the University Rector must sign each proposal.  
3) All projects must be oriented toward civilian objectives and must be carried out in a civilian research environment. 

4) Projects may include both basic and applied science and engineering activities.  Projects may include product and process engineering, but not commercial manufacturing or marketing.
B. General Program Guidelines. 
1) The project budget should be divided as follows:
a) 30% (Maximum $60,000) from CRDF
b) 35% (Maximum 1 650 000 RUR) from the Federal Agency on Education
c) 35% (Not less then 1 650 000 RUR) from local sources identified by the REC
2) Applications should explain how the proposed research work fits within the existing REC and promotes the sustainability of the entire REC.
3) Project grants will support a portion of the work of a REC but are not intended to replace overall core funding.
4) At least 10% of the total budget must be designated for junior investigators at the participating REC(s).
5) RECs are encouraged to collaborate on grant applications, but applicants must designate a primary REC. Similarly, cooperation with Centers for Advanced Studies and Education (CASE Centers) is encouraged. A REC may be listed as a secondary collaborator on any proposal submitted by another REC.
6) RECs may submit more than one application (as either a primary or a secondary applicant), but no REC may receive more than one grant per competition as an individual or primary applicant.  A REC may be a secondary collaborator on one or more joint grants.  
7) CRDF complies with all U.S. and Russian laws and regulations pertaining to export control and the participation of foreign nationals or institutions in its activities.  It is CRDF’s policy not to conduct any transactions with U.S. restricted entities without appropriate authorization from the U.S. Government.  CRDF reserves the right to restrict the participation of any individual or institution in its programs.
8) Proposals are required to fulfill all CRDF Policies and Procedures as stipulated at the following website: http://www.crdf.org/policies/ 

C. Application Submission

Applications are due no later than 6:00 pm Moscow time on Monday June 23, 2008.   Any application received after June 23, 2008 will be ruled ineligible.  All applications received by this program must be complete.  Any application not containing all required forms and sections as described below is Section F may be ruled ineligible.  No modifications may be made to any application once it has been received and approved.

All proposals must be submitted electronically through the BRHE Project Program Electronic Proposal Submission (EPS) site at the CRDF website:

http://proposals.crdf.org/BRHEprojectgrants
BRHE Project Grants EPS Guidelines
1. Applications may be submitted to the EPS site starting June 1, 2008
2. During the EPS process applicants will be asked to enter basic information about the proposal and must upload the following electronic files. The EPS site will NOT accept more than three file uploads per submission.

· Required: electronic copy of the full proposal in English (single .doc, .rtf, or .pdf file)

· Required: electronic copy of the full proposal in Russian (single .doc, .rtf, or .pdf file) 

3. Proposals should be submitted only ONE time.

4. At the conclusion of the electronic submission process, the applicant will receive a confirmation message from CRDF.  

5. Further instructions on electronic proposal submission are available at the above website.

For questions about application submission, or for further information about this program, please contact the CRDF offices:

BRHE Program

U.S. Civilian Research & Development Foundation, Moscow Office

Office 209

Ul. Miklukho-Maklaya, 16/10, building 32

Shemiakin and Ovchinnikov Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry, RAS

Moscow, 117997

Tel: (095) 777-6560

Fax: (095) 777-6559

brhe@crdf.ru
http://www.crdf.ru

D. Review of Proposals.  
An incomplete proposal that does not contain all required elements as indicated in the grant application may be ruled ineligible.  No modifications can be made to a proposal once it has been received by CRDF.  If circumstances have changed significantly since the time of proposal submission and the project can no longer be carried out as proposed, the REC must notify CRDF and withdraw the proposal from the competition. 

Each proposal will be reviewed by scientific experts according to the criteria described in Section E below.  On the basis of the results of the scientific review and the priorities identified above, CRDF and MES will jointly select proposals for an award.  All joint decisions of CRDF and MES are final.  CRDF and MES will announce proposals selected for award no later than December 2008.  

E. Evaluation Criteria.  
Proposals will be reviewed and evaluated by scientific experts according to the following criteria.

1) Intrinsic Scientific Merit: the likelihood that the project may lead to new knowledge or novel perspectives or processes that will have a substantial impact on one or more fields of science. 

2) Technical Expertise: the experience of the researchers, the technical soundness of the proposed approach, the adequacy of technical resources (existing and requested) available to the REC. 

3) Management: the soundness of the plan to manage and coordinate the project

4) Integration of Research and Education: e.g., how the proposed project will include a well-developed educational plan that will enrich the current curriculum and/or result in new courses entirely.
5) Involvement of students and junior investigators: the inclusion of individuals who are six years or less since receipt of their Ph.D./Kandidat OR nine years or less since receipt of their undergraduate degree.  At least 10% of the total project budget must be designated for the support of junior investigators.
6) Innovation: the use of novel administrative or organizational structure, including sharing of resources between institutions and other new external linkages, etc.

7) Sustainability:  how the proposed project contributes to the likelihood that the REC will continue as a recognized Center within the University.

F.  Proposal Contents.  

Each proposal must contain all of the following elements prescribed below.  All proposals should be typed single-spaced with margins of 2.5 cm on the sides, top, and bottom.  All pages including forms should be numbered consecutively in the upper right corner.  The proposal should present a plan for a two-year project.  
1) Cover Page (Form A) signed by the university rector, REC director and three REC managers.
2) Project Summary (up to 2 pages).  Provide a concise description of the project that highlights the innovative features of the proposed activities.  Please include the following:
a. Detailed research abstract
b. Explanation of the project’s main goals in the fields of science, education, and external linkages
c. Management plan for the project
d. Explanation of how the project will strengthen the REC’s overall sustainability  
3) Personnel Data (Form B).  Information about the proposed Project Director and the senior project participants or leading specialists responsible for the implementation of specific aspects of the project.  The designated Project Director may be the REC Director, one of the REC Managers, or another REC participant.  
4) Research Plan (up to 6 pages).  Provide a detailed description of a two-year research plan, including:
a. Description of the scientific problems to be addressed, how the project is expected to contribute to their solution, and the anticipated results,
b. Description of the proposed research methodology,
c. Indication of realistic qualitative and quantitative research milestones during the two-year grant and a description of what aspects of the project will be used to evaluate this success,
d. Description of the instrumentation needed to support the project, including both existing REC equipment and new items to be purchased.  For each major piece of equipment requested (equipment valued at $20,000 or more), indicate the current availability of similar pieces at institutions throughout the region and create a plan for shared usage with other institutions,
e. Explanation of how the research will be integrated with education and with the REC’s other research goals.  The plan should include a mechanism for the inclusion of students in research projects in an ongoing and substantial way,
f. List of reference sources in the same numerical order as mentioned in the text of the project
5) Education Plan (up to 2 pages).  Provide a narrative summary of the educational                       features of the project, including:
a. Explanation of how the project will support the REC’s other educational goals,
b. Plans for continued attraction of the highest quality professors and students (both undergraduate and graduate),
c. Plans for the creation of new texts and/or university courses relating to the proposed research,
d. Indication of realistic qualitative and quantitative educational milestones during the two-year grant and a description of what aspects of the project will be used to evaluate this success,
6) Linkages Plan (up to 2 pages).  Provide a narrative summary of the linkages features of the project, including: 
a. Description of plans to enhance existing REC linkages
b. Description of plans to create new linkages beyond the host university, including, where appropriate, other universities within the Russian Federation, Academy of Sciences institutes, industry, local, regional or federal governmental bodies, and international institutions,
c. Indication of realistic qualitative and quantitative milestones for expanding the REC’s external linkages during the two-year grant and a description of what aspects of the project will be used to evaluate this success.
7) Integration Statement (up to 1 page).  Provide an explanation of how the three program components (items 4-6) are related and how they will be integrated, both functionally and conceptually, during the grant period.
8) Junior Investigators Support (up to 1 page).  Provide a clear plan to provide special support for junior investigators through one or more competitions accounting for no less than 10% of the total budget.
9) Project Budget (Form C).  Provide a two-year budget (in US dollars) that includes the following categories: salary, equipment, stipends and fellowships, travel, subscriptions, and institutional support.  The budget should request no more than $60,000 from CRDF and 1 650 000 RUR from the Federal Agency on Education.  At least 35% of the total budget should be provided by local Russian sources.
10) Detailed Budget Narrative (up to 2 pages).  A justification of all the requested budget items must follow the budget form.  The narrative should include an indication of how many people will receive IFS, and how the requested funds for young investigator support will be distributed.  In addition, expenses listed in the travel and materials and services categories should be itemized.  Applicants should refer to Section G, “Allowable Costs,” below for further information.
11) Co-funding documents.  Applicants should submit letters of commitment from the local funding sources (ministries, regional or local government, host university, for-profit company, etc.).  Each letter of support must be approved and signed by the head of the co-funding organization.      

G. Allowable Costs.  CRDF will not consider any proposal requesting more than $60,000 from CRDF, more than 1 650 000 RUR from the Federal Agency on Education, nor which guarantees less than 1 650 000 RUR cost share from the other Russian sources.  The following costs are permitted under the guidelines for this program:

1) Individual Financial Support.  Individual Financial Support (IFS) is defined as payments to individual project participants for work performed on the project (i.e., labor costs).  Individual financial support is calculated based on the level of effort and the professional level of each participant.  A month for full-time personnel is considered 22 days, with each day made up of 8 hours of work.  Maximum IFS rates for a number of professional levels are shown below.  Please take this chart, as well as geographical, cost-of-living, and other factors, into consideration when calculating individual financial support for project personnel.
	Position
	Maximum Monthly IFS Rate Not to be Exceeded

	Project Director
	$700

	Researcher/Engineer
	$600

	Technical/Scientific Support Staff
	$300

	Student
	$300

	Administrative/Clerical Support Staff
	$200


2) Materials and Services. Support for research equipment, including computers and telecommunications devices, subscriptions to scientific journals and telecommunications services, and reagents and other materials to be used in the research.  Any item of requested equipment valued at more than $1,000 must be specifically described and justified in the Budget Narrative.

3) Travel. Funds may be used for domestic or international travel to conduct research or attend scientific meetings and conferences.  The purpose and cost of all travel should be justified in the Budget Narrative. 
4) Secondary Collaboration for project-related costs at other RECs.  Secondary collaboration may include any allowable costs described in this section.  All personnel and facilities involved in secondary collaboration must be specifically listed and described in the proposal.  A separate budget justification must be included for each secondary collaboration in the Budget Narrative.  Secondary collaborators who are not REC participants may not receive funds from this grant.
5) Institutional Support.  Applicants may include in their budgets an allowance for institutional costs not to exceed 10% of the total grant amount.  Institutional Support funds are intended to support the institutional costs related to the execution of the project.  These costs can include (but are not limited to):

a) Expenses for electricity, water, heat, and other utilities.

b) Expenses for maintenance of Internet connections.

c) General facility maintenance and repair or improvements (for the areas in which project work is carried out).

d) Maintenance and repair of equipment used for the project.

e) Subscriptions to electronic and hardcopy scientific journals or online databases for institutional use.

f) Other appropriate institutional expenses.

Institutional Support payments may not be used to constitute any kind of profit to the recipient institution.  Specifically, institutional support payments may not be used for the following:

a) Payment of any Russian government federal or local tax or duty

b) Payment of social charges for social, medical or pension funds.

c) Payment for institutional expenses not directly or indirectly related to the research project.

d) Purchase of any vehicle

e) Payment of any salary, stipend or similar transaction.

If you are uncertain as to whether a specific expense is allowable, please consult CRDF.
H. Administrative Superiors.  An “administrative superior” is defined as an individual who has direct administrative authority over the Project Director, and who works within the same division, laboratory, or unit as the Project Director.  This definition does not apply to other individuals of higher “rank” within the institution but who work outside the division, laboratory, or unit of the Project Director.

CRDF generally discourages the inclusion of an administrative superior in a proposal in any role for which individual financial support is requested.  For an administrative superior to be supported by CRDF, a written justification must be provided in the proposal.  Both a detailed description of the anticipated contribution to the project and a justification of the proposed level of effort to be devoted to the activity by the administrative superior should be included. This written justification will be evaluated in the proposal review process.  All projects recommended for funding and that include support for an administrative superior will be assessed by CRDF as to the reasonableness of the participation of the administrative superior.  CRDF may then decline to support the administrative superior's participation or request that the level of effort be modified.  An administrative superior will be required to submit a signed certification confirming his or her commitment to the level of support approved by CRDF.

I. Contact Information
For questions about the proposal submission process, or for further information about this program, please contact the CRDF offices below.  Inquiries by e-mail are strongly encouraged and will result in prompt response.
U.S. Civilian Research and Development Foundation (CRDF)

BRHE Project Grants

Ul. Miklukho-Maklaya, 16/10, building 32

Shemiakin and Ovchinnikov Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry, RAS

Moscow, 117997
Tel: 495-777-6560

Email: brhe@crdf.ru 

Form A: Cover Sheet

(If application contains multiple RECs, complete one Form A for each participating REC)

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

	Applying REC 

(Indicate REC number and host University)
	
	Check one: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Primary Applicant

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Secondary Applicant

	Total Project Budget
	
	Amount Requested from CRDF
	
	Amount Requested from MinES
	

	General Scientific Area 
	
	Sub-discipline (if applicable)
	

	Title of the proposed project
	

	Brief descriptive title of proposal (not to exceed twenty-five words)
	


APPROVAL OF PRINCIPAL REC PERSONNEL (required for primary and secondary RECs)
i. Typed Name of UNIVERSITY RECTOR: 

________________________________________________

____________________

Signature of UNIVERSITY RECTOR and University Seal

Date

ii. Typed Name of REC DIRECTOR:
Professional Title/Position:

________________________________________________

____________________

Signature of REC DIRECTOR
 



Date

iii. Typed Name of REC RESEARCH MANAGER: 

Professional Title/Position:

________________________________________________

____________________

Signature of REC RESEARCH MANAGER
 


Date

iv. Typed Name of REC EDUCATION MANAGER: 

Professional Title/Position:

________________________________________________

____________________

Signature of REC EDUCATION MANAGER
 


Date

v. Typed Name of REC EXTERNAL LINKAGES MANAGER:

Professional Title/Position:

________________________________________________

____________________

Signature of REC EXTERNAL LINKAGES MANAGER

Date
Form B:  Personnel Data (page 1 of 2)

Information on Project Director

	Full Name (Last, First, Patronymic)
	

	Institutional Affiliation

Current Position within the REC
	

	E-Mail Address
	

	Field of Degree

Highest Degree Earned and Year Awarded
	

	Sex (Male or Female)
	
	Date of Birth (month/day/year)
	

	Aside from funding under the core REC grant, has the individual received an additional BRHE grant (Mini-grant, Fellowship grant, travel grant, etc.)? 
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX ___  FORMCHECKBOX 
               No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	If “Yes,” please indicate program and grant number.
	

	Has the individual received other grants from CRDF or MinES? 
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX ___  FORMCHECKBOX 
               No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	If “Yes,” please indicate program and grant number.
	

	Brief description of the individual’s role on the proposed project:

	Short Curriculum Vitae (past employment experience, educational history, and 5 publications relevant to the proposed research):




Form B:  Personnel Data (page 2 of 2)
Provide information for other senior members of the Project Grant Team. Copy this page as needed.

	Full Name (Last, First, Patronymic)
	
	Check one: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Affiliated with Primary REC 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Affiliated with Secondary REC

	Institutional Affiliation

Current Position within the REC
	

	E-Mail Address
	

	Field of Degree

Highest Degree Earned and Year Awarded
	

	Sex (Male or Female)
	
	Date of Birth (month/day/year)
	

	Aside from funding under the core REC grant, has the individual received an additional BRHE grant (Mini-grant, Fellowship grant, etc.)? 
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX ___  FORMCHECKBOX 
               No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	If “Yes,” please indicate program and grant number.
	

	Has the individual received other grants from CRDF or MinES? 
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX ___  FORMCHECKBOX 
               No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	If “Yes,” please indicate program and grant number.
	

	Brief description of the individual’s role on the proposed project:

	Short Curriculum Vitae (past employment experience, educational history, and 3 publications relevant to the proposed research):




Form B:  Personnel Data 
Personnel Data forms can be downloaded at the following web address: 
http://www.crdf.org/granteeforms/granteeforms_show.htm?doc_id=296622

Form C: Project Budget

Budget forms can be downloaded at the following web address: 

http://www.crdf.org/granteeforms/granteeforms_show.htm?doc_id=329842
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